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Agenda

09:00-09:15 Introduction
09:15-12:15 Round 1: Labour markets in the crisis

1.1 Cross-country presentations

Alain de Serres, OECD Labour market adjustment to the crisis

Karl Aiginger, WIFO Differences in labour market performance in the
crisis

Paul Swaim, OECD Income support policies during the crisis

1.2 Country-specific presentations

Alexandre Mas, NBER The US labour market in the current crisis
Jonathan Portes, NIESR Youth unemployment in the UK in the crisis
Bill Robson, CD Howe The Canadian labour market in the recent crisis

Rob Euwals, CPB Dutch labour market adjustment in the recent crisis

Sandwich lunch (30 minutes)

12:45-14:45 Round 2: Policy reform going forward

Alain de Serres, OECD Policies to prevent unemployment persistence
Didier Blanchet, INSEE Low-wage policies

Alexandre Mas, NBER Effectiveness of active labour market policies

Philip O’Connell, ESRI Activation and training programmes

14:45-16:45 Round 3: Specific labour market issues

Fernando de Holanda Barbosa Filho, FGV The labour market in Brazil
Rob Euwals, CPB Labour market flexibility in the Netherlands

Ryo Kambayashi, TCER Long-term unemployment and job security in the
United States and Japan

Helene Perivier, OFCE Gender effects of the economic crisis on the
labour market in six European countries

16:45 Round 4 Wrapping up

Round 1: Labour markets in the crisis
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Adjustment in total hours predominantly absorbed by:

Increase in unemployment Average hours worked

since mid-2007
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Countries where construction was severely hit circled in red
Countries where STWS played a significant role circled in blue
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Round 2: Policy reform going forward
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Table 4. The impact of policies to reduce unemplovment persistence on other economic objectives
Timing Budgetary cost Social protection /
Labour force part.
Reduce initial replacement rate Rapid Negative Reduce
Shorten benefit duration Rapid Negative Reduce
Increase spending on PES Fairly rapid High Improve
Create public sector jobs Fairly rapid High unclear (risk of strong
displacement effect)
Expand training programmes Fairly rapid High TImprove
Reduce labour taxation Rapid Potentially high Neutral
Ease EPL on regular contracts Fairly Slow / None unless accompanied TImprove if help reduce
Medium term by stronger Ul benefits duality
Reform wage bargaining Slow / long-term None Improve if reduce insider-
outsider divide
[0 &3] A(return to work)E ZFX3}7] falxe T2HU AFL 1235
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Round 3: Specific labour market issues
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