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<Farming population / declining>
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<Farm household / declining>
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Farming population continuously declined due mainly 
to urbanization and poor living condition in rural area.
Farming population continuously declined due mainly 
to urbanization and poor living condition in rural area.

Labor force employed in agricultural sector dropped by 21.6%
from 2.55mil in 1992 to 2mil in 2002.

Labor force employed in agricultural sector dropped by 21.6%
from 2.55mil in 1992 to 2mil in 2002.
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With population aged 60 or older rapidly increasing, 
aging in rural area becomes a serious issue
With population aged 60 or older rapidly increasing, 
aging in rural area becomes a serious issue

0~14years0~14years

60years or older60years or older

43.5%
(6,271thousand persons)
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(680 thousand persons)10.5%

(1,138 thousand persons)7.9%
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(1,255 thousand persons)
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10.3%
(343 thousand persons)
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The portion agriculture and fishery make up continued 
to decrease because of industrialization policy

The portion agriculture and fishery make up continued 
to decrease because of industrialization policy
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Farmland conversion due to various development plans 
caused decline in cultivation acreage

Farmland conversion due to various development plans 
caused decline in cultivation acreage

Cultivated land
<thousand ha>

9,8999,899

1.02ha1.02ha

9,9279,927

1.19ha1.19ha

9,9469,946

1.36ha1.36ha

9,9609,960

1.48ha1.48ha

9,8489,848

0.93ha0.93ha
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<Farm household by acreage>
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<thousand won>

Farm household economy worsened because farm 
household income stagnated while farm household debts 
and living expenses continued to grow

Farm household economy worsened because farm 
household income stagnated while farm household debts 
and living expenses continued to grow

1995~19991995~1999

5,736
4,691

2,024

11,026
8,277

4,734

21,803

14,782

9,163

23,072

18,003
20,207

29,001

24,690
26,892

Farm household income
Household expense
Debt
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<thousand won, %>

Farm household 
income source

Farm household 
income source

The most part of the income come from agricultural income, 
but the portion of non-farm income and transfer income 
continuously expands.

The most part of the income come from agricultural income, 
but the portion of non-farm income and transfer income 
continuously expands.

29,001

3,699
6,264

10,469
(18.0)

10,897
(47.2)

12,050
(47.2)

1,060

2,841

6,931
(31.7)

7,432
(32.2)

9,544
(32.9)

977

1,921

4,403
(20.2)

4,743
(20.5)

7,407
(25.5)

Non-farm employment 
opportunity is limited 

(compared to 61% 
in Japan) 

farm household income
non-farm income
transfer income Increase in transfer 

Income    Government 
support such as direct 

payment increased

5,736

11,026

23,072
21,803



Relative income 
compared 

to urban household

Relative income 
compared 

to urban household

<thousand won>

40years or younger40years or younger 40~49years40~49years

Farm 
Household Debt

Farm 
Household Debt

The bigger and the younger the farm household is, 
the debt is higher. 
The bigger and the younger the farm household is, 
the debt is higher. 

A serious obstacle to future agricultural development A serious obstacle to future agricultural development 

50~59years50~59years 60~69years60~69years 70years or older70years or older

less than 
1 ha

less than 
1 ha over 5 haover 5 haover 5 haover 5 ha less than 

1 ha
less than 

1 ha over 5 haover 5 ha less than 
1 ha

less than 
1 ha over 5 haover 5 ha less than 

1 ha
less than 

1 ha over 5 haover 5 ha less than 
1 ha

less than 
1 ha over 5 haover 5 ha

5,126
29,619

9,743

85,615

19,583

116,467

24,361

’90 ’95 ’00 ’02

97.4 95.1
80.6

73 Farm household income
×100

urban household income 

※ Relative income

23,601

152,882

5,726



Rice production out of the totalRice production out of the total 26.7%26.7%(very high)(very high)

’03’03
ProductProduct ValueValue

330,163330,163

24,63324,633

14,78914,789

8,1658,165

26,81226,812

126,758126,758

PigPig

CowCow

MilkMilk
Dry red 
pepper

Dry red 
pepper

RankRank

11

22

33

44

55

TotalTotal

66

77

88

99

1010

RankRank

TotalTotal

6,9506,950

6,9236,923

6,7646,764

6,4126,412

6,3606,360

196,167196,167

ProductProduct ValueValue

EggEgg

StrawberryStrawberry
Chinese 
cabbage
Chinese 
cabbage

ChickenChicken

GrapeGrape

<Unit : 100mil won>

88,35988,359RiceRice
88,35988,359
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<Unit : thousand ton>

GrainGrain

*Korea ranks 13th in rice production and 11th in yield per hectare in the world as of 2003

PotatoesPotatoes

Wheat 
and 

barley 

Wheat 
and 

barley 

BeansBeans

Other grains
Other grains

RiceRice

156134189

271266

887586132
170

236248213
213

431

5,606

4,695

5,291 5,000

3,550

190163

292
417

906



Annual consumption 
of grains per capita

Annual consumption 
of grains per capita

Diversified dietary habit Diversified dietary habit 
Continuous decline in rice consumptionContinuous decline in rice consumption

106.5106.5 1.51.5 33.933.9
3.33.3

9.09.0
3.03.0

3.33.3

82.0kg82.0kg 1.11.1 34.1kg34.1kg 5.65.6
8.58.5

4.34.3
4.04.0

Rice CornCornBarley
Wheat BeansBeans

PotatoesPotatoes
OthersOthers

<Unit : kg>

132.4132.4 13.913.9 29.429.4
3.13.1

8.08.0
6.36.3

2.12.1



Continuous growth in 1990 The growth is sluggish due
to excessive production and import increase

’03 Korea ranks 39th in fruit production in the world
(26th for grape, 9th for pear, 30th for apple)

Fruit YieldFruit Yield

833833 5757

239239

410

1,7661,766

2,3002,300

2,4292,429

2,4112,411

TotalTotal

60 57 89 161

629 159 131 115 493

345345716 178 316 130 615

406406489 324 476 170 563

449449357 452 268 201 584

’80’80

’90’90

’95’95

’00’00

’04’04

AppleApple PearPear GrapeGrape PeachPeach OrangeOrange OtherOther

<Unit : thousand ton>



5

10

15

<Unit : kg>

Annual Fruit Consumption per capitaAnnual Fruit Consumption per capita

Annual consumption of 
imported fruit per capita increased

Annual consumption of 
imported fruit per capita increased

Apple
Sweet 
persimmon
Pear

Peach

Orange

Grape

Other

0.9kg0.9kg 5.3kg5.3kg 9.0kg9.0kg

10.8

14.5
15.8

10.4

7.4kg

0.2 1.5 3.4

4.8
4.0kg

6.7

9.0kg

1.5
3.6 3.9

2.7
2.92.3 3.6

4.2kg
4.2

11.5
14.0 14.0

15.2kg

1.5

3.1

7.0

10.3

7.9kg

1.8

4.9

7.8
8.6

11.1kg



Vegetable YieldVegetable Yield

’80’80

’90’90

’95’95

’00’00

’04’04 358

7,6777,677 1212

1,0171,017

3,040

8,6778,677

10,58610,586

11,28211,282

10,46810,468

1,973 125 253 1,598

3,241 1,686 133 417 1,776

2,4232,4232,638 1,290 193 462 2,605

3,2473,2472,869 1,507 194 474 2,113

3,2863,2862,652 1,448 155 1,621

275

407

975

878

948

Chinese 
vegetable
Chinese 
vegetable

TotalTotal
RadishRadish Red 

pepper
Red 

pepper GarlicGarlic OnionOnion OthersOthers Greenhouse 
vegetable

Greenhouse 
vegetable

<Unit : thousand ton>



Agriculture 
and Fishery Industry Output

20.9 trillion won

Meat consumption per capitaMeat consumption per capita

Steady development in the livestock industry - due
to income increase and diversified and improved dietary habit
Steady development in the livestock industry - due
to income increase and diversified and improved dietary habit

Fishery Industry 
Output

2.7 trillion won

Fishery Industry 
Output

2.7 trillion won

Rapid change of businessRapid change of business
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1,126
884

1,784

503

4,528

133
24

8,908

1350

3,000
5,000
7,000

8,214
9,000

1,000

20

’70 ’80 ’90 ’00 ’04

24
3

180

18

504

33
13

497

10
40

200
400

600
544

106,736

’70 ’80 ’90 ’00 ’04

23,633

1,338

40,130

692

74,463

161

102,547

218 131
1,000

500

10,000

50,000

100,000

1,000

1,500

2,000

’70 ’80 ’90 ’00 ’04

1,286
1,120

1,361

948

1,622

620

1,590

290

1,666

189

Number of breeding head and householdNumber of breeding head and household
<Unit: thousand heads, thousand households>
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Export volume of agricultural, 
forestry and livestock products
Export volume of agricultural, 

forestry and livestock products

Korea’s 2003 export and import amount of agricultural, 
forestry and livestock product were the world’s 41th and 14th respectively.

Korea’s 2003 export and import amount of agricultural, 
forestry and livestock product were the world’s 41th and 14th respectively.

<Unit: USD$1million, After custom clearance>

Import of agricultural, 
forestry and livestock products 

Import of agricultural, 
forestry and livestock products 

0.8% of the total export 
volume in 2004 
0.8% of the total export 
volume in 2004 
low increase ratelow increase rate

Increased since market liberalization 
and UR agreement 
Increased since market liberalization 
and UR agreement 
5% of the total national import5% of the total national import

1,170

1,405

1,747
1,532

2,085

3,127

5,419

9,677 8,450
11,205



Raking of the major exporting and importing products (as of 2003) Raking of the major exporting and importing products (as of 2003) 




