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National Assembly Electoral Apportionment and Political Gini Coefficient in Korea

by Sanghack Lee

Professor of Economics, Department of International Commerce, Kookmin University

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to measure the extent of distortions in the National
Assembly electoral apportionment in Korea. The paper estimates the Gini coefficient
for the distribution of political inputs among voters. Each voter in the district with m
voters is assumed to possess 1/m amount of political input. The paper calculates the
political Gini coefficient using the election data in the 16th, 17th and 18th National
Assembly elections, respectively. The political Gini coefficient for each election is
calculated as 0.1721, 0.1334 and 0.1358, respectively. The paper also assesses the
extent of potential distortion in policy caused by the distortion in the National
Assembly electoral apportionment. Agriculture and service industries tend to be
over-represented while manufacturing industry tends to be under-represented in

political inputs.
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